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Preparatory DisCOURSE 
O N 


CONFIRMATION 


My Young Brethren, 

A Viſitation of your Biſhop, to attend the ſolemn 
— —Þ. and important Office of Confirmation, it will 
not be an unprofitable Employment either for your 
Thoughts or mine, if I ſhould explain to you, in the 
mean time, the Nature, Deſign, and Neceſſity of the 
Buſineſs, that you are to be engaged in; the Prepara- 
tion of Heart and Mind, that 1s neceſſary for the pro- 
per Diſcharge of it; the Behaviour, that will become 
you, during the Performance of it; and the Duties, 
that will ariſe to you, after your Confirmation, 


S you will be called upon, at the approaching 


J. You have been taught, that your Godfathers and 
Godmothers promiſed for you, at your Baptiſm, ſuch 
a Profeſſion of Faith and Obedience, as you were not 
then able to promiſe for yourſelves, Baptiſm itſelf is 
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= A Preparatory Diſcourſe. 

| a Covenant between God and the Infant, wherein. as 

in all other Covenants or Agreements, there 1s a Pro- 

miſe to he made, on the Part of the Perſon to be bap- 

MH tized, of certain Duties to be performed; and on God's 

Part, of certain Graces and Privileges to be granted. 

Infants are not capable of making any ſach Promiſe 

'Y immediately by themſelves, and yet, after the Example 

| of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it is fit, that they ſhoyld be 
placed, as ſoon as poſſible, under the Guardianſhip of 
their God, by being admitted into the viſible Church 
of his Son: Upon which Account, the Wiſdom of the 
Church has ſecured their purchaſed Title to Salvation, 
by appointing Sureties for their Repentance and Faith, 
who ſhquld promiſe, in the Name of Infants, w what they 
ſhould afterwards be obliged to perform: By which Act, 
they engage themſelves to ſee the Children inſtructed in 
the Principles of that Faith, which they themſelves pro- 
feſs to believe; and nurtured in the Practice of thoſe 
Duties, which will be required, as the Conditions of 

1 his Inheritance, from every Member of the myſtical 

lo Body of Chriſt, when he arrives at the Years of Dif 

| _ eretion. 

Iadeed, our natural Parents are under an VR 
Obligation than others can be, to provide for the ſpiri- 
tual Improvement, as well as the temporal Welfare of 

their helpleſs Offspring: And it muſt be allowed, that 

Where due Care is taken, in theſe Reſpects, by the Pa- 
rents, there both the Obligation and Neceflity of the 
Sponſors will become lefs : But Parents may be thought- 
leſs, and negle& their Duty; or being mortal, may be 
deprived of the Opportunity of doing it. Both theſe 
Caſes are the common Infirmities of human Life ; and 
therefore if All were to depend upon the good Diſpoſi- 
jiop, or upon the Length of Days of the Parents alone, - 

78 


on CONFIRMATION. 5 
you perceive, that the Minds of the Children might be 
unluckily left in a State of heatheniſh Ignorance and 
Barbarity. ö 

It is no good Argument againſt the Uſe of this 
Cuſtom, that it is often abuſed : The beſt things are 
ſubject to the like: I fear it is too often owing to an 
improper Choice of thoſe Sureties, who are either too 
ignorant themſelves to underftand what they promiſe 
and vow for another; or too young and heedleſs to 
attend to it. The Reaſons of ſuch a Choice are fre- 
quently blameable ; and. where is the Wonder that no 
ſpiritual Good ariſes, when no ſpiritual Good was aimed 
at? But with proper Management, no better Proviſion 
can well be deviſed again{ the Hazard, to which In- 
fants are expoſed, from the Death or Negligence of 
the Parents, than the ſolemn Engagement of at leaſt 
three Sureties, whoſe Concern 1t 1s, to ſee, that the. 
baptized Infants be religiouſly and virtuoufly brought 
np; and after proper Inſtruction in the Principles of 
: Chriſtianity, to take Care, that their young Diſciples 
be confirmed by the Biſhop. 

For although it is expedient for the godly 0 
of the Infant State, that thoſe ſhould anſwer to God 
and the Church for your Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
who might be able, and by their public Vow obliged, 
to bring you up in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord: Vet it is not reaſonable, that this important 
Truſt ſhould ſtill reſt upon their Heads, when your 
own Senſes are ſufficiently exerciſed to diſcern both Good 
ond Evil; and you ought therefore to be accountable, 
without another's Hazard, to your own Maſter for 
your flanding or falling. Beſides that, the very End 
and Deſign of the Covenant and Promiſes, which were 
made in your Name, at your Baptiſm, ſhew that they 
| Lan 
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A Preparatory Diſcourſe 
can continue no longer in Force upon your Sureties, 
than till you arrive at an Age, which may have ſup- 


plied you with a ſufficient Knowledge for theſe religious 
Purpoſes: for they only undertook to help the preſent 
Want of Underſtanding in your Infancy ; and therefore 


it is not to be ſuppoſed, that their Faith will avail you 
longer, than ſuch a Want ot Vue e in you re- 
mains unavoidable. 

Your Godfathers and Godmothers firſt 1 into 
Covenant with God for you, from 2 Principle of Ten- 
derneſo, which all Mankind naturally have for the h-Ip- 
leſs Souls of Infants, that they might ſecure the Benefits 
of that Covenant to them, by their Admiſſion into it, 


as early as may be, after they are become Partakers, by 


their Birth, of the original Corruption, and manifold 
Infirmities of human Nature. The Benefits, which 
they ſecure hereby, are no leſs than the Grace of God 
in this World, and eternal Salvation in another: But 
theſe were no otherwiſe to be obtained for you, than by 
Repentance from dead Works, and Faith in our Lord 


| Jeſus Chriſt: You, whilſt a new-born Infant, could 


neither repent nor believe; and therefore others pro- 
miſed to ſce that you ſhould be trained up in the Diſ- 
cipline of both, till you became able to perform both: 


If, after that, you negle& to make your proper Ad- 


vancements in thoſe Chriſtian Doctrines, which may 
qualify you for the right Underſtanding of the Vow, al- 
ready made for you; or if you refuſe to take that Vow 

upon yourſelf, whea you ſafely may, and ought to do 
i, you then, in eff-Q, deliberately forfeit your Title 


to the Benefits, which God, by your Sureties, had 


ſettled upon you, as your Inheritance: And renounce 
that Covenant, which they, in Compaſſion to your 
Soul, had ſcaled between God and you, Indeed, it is 
the 
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me Part and Duty of your Sureties, to ſee, that you be 
inſtructed in theſe Things, in order to your being con- 
firmed by the Biſhop in due Time; and accordingly, 
it is wiſely ordered by the Rubric, that every one 
ſhould have a Godfather or a Gedmother, as a Wit- _ 
neſs of their Confirmation; nevertheleſs; their Vow is 
to be looked upon as yours: And what they promiſed in 
your Name, that you are to o declare to be the Matter of 
your own Choice. 


This explains to you at once the Nature and End of 
Confirmation. It is the ſecond neee Mary Step in the 
Covenant of Grace; as it is a Promiſe, in your own 
Perſon, to profeſs and believe all the Articles of that 
Faith, and to perform all thoſe Commandments of 
God's Will, which your Godfathers and Godmothers 
had promiſed for you at your Baptiſm, and to which 
all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, and the Privileges of be- 
ing Members of Chriſt's Church are annexed, Till 
you have made this public Declaration of your Faith 
and Obedience, i in the Preſence of God and his Church, 
you are not to be accounted alfagetber Chriſtians. 


Miſtake me not: I do not mean, that if any die be- 
tween the Age of Baptiſm and Confirmation, they will 
therefore loſe the Salvation, that is purchaſed for them 
by Chriſt: This is more than we can affirm, even if an 
die before the Sacrament of Baptiſm can be adminiſtrec 
to them: But when they have atrived at that Age, which 
enjoys the Uſe of Reaſon, and may therefore be reck= 
oned the Years of Diſcretion, if they then defer the 
Opportunity of ratifying and renewing the Treaty, 
which was before entered into between God and them, 
upon, Terms, they ſtill continue Babes 74 Chrift, and 
conſequently, their Covenant of Mercy is left im- 


perfect. | 
, | This 


3 4 Preparatory Diftourſ, 0 
This may be well illuſtrated by the uſual Method of 


_ eſtabliſhing, what St. Paul calls a Man's Covenant: 


for the Heir, at long as be is à Child, is direQed by Tu- 
tors and Governors, in the Management of his Inheri- 
tance, until rhe Time appointed by the Will of his Father : 

And whateyer they engage for; in his Behalf, holds 
good between the Parties concern'd : But when he ful- 
neſs of the Time is come, that gives him the Poſſeſhon 
and free Uſe of his own Affairs, his Guardians are no 


longer neceſſary, nor have they any further Power, to 
confirm what he andertakes to do: Every future Agree- 
ment, if he would have it valid, muſt be made in his 


own Name, and he muſt openly declare it 'to be his 
own Act and Deed, His ſpiritual Concerns are juſt 
upon the ſame Footing : Chriſt has bequeathed to us 
an Inheritance, of which we are Joint-Heirs with him- 
ſelf : The Terms of it are ſuch, as we cannot engage 
ourſelves to perform, whilſt our State of Minority re- 


mains : And therefore Sureties are appointed to pre- 


ſerve the Covenant intire between God and us: But 
when we are in a Capacity, by the Terms of the Cove- 
nant, to engage for ourſelves, we are then bound to re- 


move the Obligation from them; and if we would ſtill 
continue intitled to the Privileges of Inheritance, we 
muſt in our own Perſons, perform the Conditions. of 


it; otherwiſe our former Claim becomes void, and our 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity but an empty Title. 
Our Church, it is true, has affirmed Baptiſm to be 


ft efficient to Salvation: But this it ſpeaks only of Chil- 


dren, who fall die befere they commit afual Sin; for 
ſuch, it is added in the old Common-Prayer Books, 


will receive no Detriment, by having their Confirma- 


tion deferred. But, ſay the ſame Books, When 
80 Children come to that Age, that partly by the Frailty 
« of 
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£ of their own Fleſh, partly by the Aſſaults of the 
«© World, and the Devil, they begin to be in Danger 
56 to fall into ſundry Kinds of Sin, then jr is moſt meet 
5 that Confirmation be miniſtred to thoſe that be bap- 
« tized, that by Impoſition of Hands and Prayer, they 
% may receive Strength and Defence againſt all Temp- 
ec tations to Sin, and the Aſſaults of the World, and 
« the Devil.” This ſets the Uſe and Benefit of Con- 
firmation before you in another Light. Me can of our- 
ſelves do nothing ; Our Paſſions are too ſtrong, and our 
Reaſon too weak to guide us in the right Way : Temp- 
tations from without, and Solicitations from within, in- 
creaſe the Hazard of a Miſcariage ; ; and a Compliance 
with either, which, without ſome Aſſiſtance, becomes 
unavoidable, will ruin and undo us for ever. Theſe 
Dificulties beſet us the moſt eaſily, when we are the 
moſt unfit to reſiſt them; and they are ſuch; 48 nothing 
leſs than the Spirit of God can at any Time ſurmount: 
At our Baptiſm this Grace is conveyed to us, as the 
- Principle of Life, but it does not enable us to. work, 
until it is ſtrengthened in us by Confirmation, 

It is in this Reſpect with the Hpiritual Man, as it Is 
with the natural, We are born into the World with 
all the Limbs and Joints that are neceſſary for Motion; 
bat they are without Uſe, till repeated Trials and 
| greater Strength ſhall have taught us the proper Appli- 
cation of them. In like Manner, we are admitted into 
the Church, which is our new-birth, by the Baptiſm 
of Grace, with every Qualikcation, that will be neceſ- 
ſary to conduct us in the Paths of Righteouſneſs : But 
we are not furniſhed with ſuflicient Supplies of ghoſtly 
Strength to remove the Hindrances, that we may meet 
with in the Way, till the quickening Influence of the 

fame Holy Ghoſt ſhall have increaſed in us, what is 
| B prayed 
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10 E Preparatory Diſeaſe : 
prayed for at our Confirmation, the Spirit of Wiſdom 


and Underflanding ; the Spirit of Council ard Might ; the 
Spi rit of Knowledge and true Godlineſs. 

This holy Rite of /aying on of Hands at Confirmation, 
which is derived from the Practice of Chriſt's Apoſtles, 
was in their Days attended with the miragulous Gift of 


the Holy Ghoſt: And altho' thoſe miraculous Powers, 


that followed upon it, have long fince ceaſed among 
Chriſtians : Yet fince we believe, with St. Paul, that it 
1 God who wworketh in us, toth to will and to do of bis 
goed Pleaſure; and upon Chriſt's Authority, that, if we 
aſt for his Aſſiſtance, ave all receive it; we have all 
imaginable Reaſon to believe further, that the ſame 
outward Means will be ſtill effectual to the obtaining of 
the like inward Bleſſings; ſo far at leaſt, as to airec, 
Jan#ify, and govern beth our Hearts and Bodies, in the 


ments. For by the gracious Influence of the ſame Holy 
Spirit, which regenerates us at our Baptiſm, we are 
diſpoſed to ſet about our Duty, and fortifyed with 
Vigour to go through it; our good Reſolutions are for- 
warded ; our Doubts removed; our Underſtandings 
inlightened; and our Hearts cleanſed. He adds 
Warmth to all our Devotions here; and that poſſeſſes 


Fay. of God's Laws, and i in the Warks of his Command- 


us with a joyful Aſſurance, that our Prayers will be re. 


warded by his Acceptance heręafter. 
By the laying on of Hands, the Bleſſing that i is aſked 


for is peculiarly reſtrained to the Perſons, upon whom 
it is pronounced: And the ſpiritual Father, who thus 
performs a religious Ad by the laying on of his Hands, 
profeſſes that he acts by divine Authority ; it having 
been the uſual Way, by which the Perſon, upon whom 
a Bleſling was craved, has, from the Beginning of the 


— — 


World, been preſented unto God by Prayer. But, tho 


the 
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the Bleſſing that attends Confirmation, be conveyed 
thro' the Hands of the Biſhop, who is Succeſſor of the 
Apoſtles i in this Office: Yet, in humble Acknowledg- 


ment that the precious Graces of the Holy Ghoſt are 


derived from the. abundant Mercy of Heaven, from 


whence every good and perfect Gift cometh, he, at the 


ſame Time, ſues to the Father of Lights for the Bleſ- 
ſing, which he wiſhes to Beſtow. His Prayers to that 


Intent are available as well for others, as for himſelf; 
and accordingly, as & very ancient Writer (a) piouſly 
obſerved in his Time, „ the Holy Ghoſt which de- 
cc ſcendeth with ſaving Influence upon the Waters of 
© Baptiſm, doth there give that Fullneſs, which ſuffi- 
C ceth for Innocency, and afterwards exhibiteth in 
«© Confirmation an Augmentation of further Grace. 


In Conſequence of which, adds the learned Mr. 


Hooker 2 Ele the Fathers of the Church from the 
4 earlieſt Ages held Cenfirmation as an Ordinance 
« Apoſtolic, always profitable in God's Church, altho- 
not always accompanied with equal largeneſs of thoſe 


<« external Effects, which gave it — at the 


« firſt,” 
This Difference of ſpiritual Advantage, attending 


the Adminiftration of the Service, may be partly owing 
to the different Neceflities of the Church in different 
Apes, and partly, to the different Qualifications of the 
Perſons, to whom it is adminiſtred. I fall therefore 


proceed, 


IL. Secondly, To that Preparation of Heart and Mind, 
which will make Jn worthy to be admitted to this Ser- 


(a) Pſeud. Euſeb. Emiſſen, Ser. de Pent. (5) Hooker's 


Ecc, Pol. B. 5 8 66. 


Fx © vice, 
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vice, and to receive the Benefits of it. The Ceremony 
Itſelf is a folemn Dedication of yourſelves to the Er- 
vice of Almighty God: And as ſuch it requires of 
you, that you ſhould well conſider and underſtand the 
Nature of that Service; which conſiſts in the Obliga- 
tion of your Baptiſmal Vow; ; what you are to renounce; 
what you are to believe; and what you are to do the 
- remainder of your Lives. All this may be eafily learned 
and practiſed, before the Mind is corrupted, beyond 
the Hopes of Recovery, with the Habits of Sin; and it 
is neceſſary to be learned and practiced at your Entrance 
into the World, when ſuch wholeſome Inſtructions may 
guard you againſt the manifold Temptations, which 
you will be ſare to meet with in your Paſſage thro' it. 
In order to underſtand the Nature of your Baptifmal 
Vow, you need only to recolle& what you are taught 
buy your Church-Catechiſm concerning the Promiſe 
which your Godfathers and Godmothers made for you 
in that Sacrament: For the Subſtance of zheir Promiſe 
is-the Extent of your Obligation. The Terms, upon 
which you ſtand, are, Repentance, Faith and Obedi- 
ence, as the whole Duty of a Chriſtian : Repentance is 
expreſſed; by renduncing the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh: Faith, by believing all the Articles of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith: And Obedience, by keeping God's holy 
Will and Commandments, and walking in the ſame all 
the Days of your Life. To renounce the Devil and all 
his Works, is in general to forſake and avoid all Sin 
and Wickedneſs: He is the firſt Author of it, and there · 
fore it may be truly reckoned to be his Work. But 
beſides this general Senſe, there are many particular 
Sins, which carry with them the Marks of that great 
Enemy of your Souls: Such are, all profane curſing 
and wearing: all blaſphemous and idle Thoughts er 
Words 


en CONFIRMATION. 13 


Words concerning God and his Religion; a Neglect of 
| divine Worſhip; an unhallowing of the Sabbath- Day, 

either by doing nothing that is good upon it, or by 
doing wickedly; all Deceit and Lying; all Revenge 
and Malice; envying the Happineſs of your Neigh- 
bours, or tempting them by your Example or Perſua- 
ons, into thoſe finful Follies, which may rob them of 
that and their Innocence together. All theſe are the 
dangerous Offsprings of Satan: They are abſolutely 
condemned by the Goſpel of Chrift ; and conſequently, 
deſtructive of your eternal Salvation.” 

To renounce the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
World, is to diſregard, as trifling and inſignificant, all 
ſuch gaudy Appearances of Earthly Grandeur, either 
in luxurious Diet, or in Exceſs of Apparel, as may ad- 
miniſter to a haughtineſs of Spirit, u unlawful Pleaſures, or 
the thinking too highly. of yourſelves, and too meanly 
of others. It is to ſhun, as much as you can, the Con- 
verſation of evil Companions, and to abhor, as much as 
you ought, the Infection of their evil Cuſtoms ; /o as 
not to follow, or be led by either. © 

To renounce all the ſinful Luft of che Fleſh, is to 
deny yourſelves the immoderate Enjoyment of ſuch. 
unlawful Defires, as your corrupt Nature or fleſhly 
Appetites, if left unreſtrained, might intice you to. 
gratify yourſelves in. The Apoſtle has given you a 
Liſt of theſe, in Gal. v. 19, 20. and told you the Con- 
ſequence of indulging them; that rhey who do ſuch; 
things ſhall net inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Among 


the reſt, . are Adultery, Fornication, and Uncleanne/;, | 


which make the Members of Chrift to become the Mem- 


bers of an Hearle : Laſciviouſne/s, or Wantenneſs of . 


Behaviour in your Diſcourſe, or Actions: Drunkenne/s, 


Rewelings, and ſuch like: All Sorts of Intemperance, 
| in 
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in cating, 3 or Diverſions, which may deprive 
you of yaur Reaſon or corrupt it. All theſe impoiſoned 
_ Pleaſures you muſt deteſt and abandon ; for they will 


fir debaſe your Souls, and then deſtroy them. 2 
The next Branch of the Baptiſmal Covenant is F aith: 


By which you are obliged to believe all the Articles of 


the Chriſtian Faith; And what they are, you are in- 


Nructed by what 1s commonly called the Apoſtles Creed; 


which contains every Truth, that you are bound to be- 
lieve, relating to the whole Godhead, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt: That God the Father made and preſerves 
von: That God the Son was born, died, and roſe 
again to redeem you: And that God the Holy Ghoſt 


fanRifies your Hearts; puts good Deſires into your 


Minds, and enables you to bring thoſe good Deſires 
in to Action. Your Faith in theſe Articles of Religion 
is not to be a formal or cuſtomary Aﬀent only to the 
Truth and Certainty of them; but it muſt inflame your 
Affection to the God, who gave you Being, and pro- 
tect you in it; it muſt kindle your Love towards Jeſus 
Chrift, who died and ſuffered ſo much for our Sakes ; 
it muſt engage you to hate all thoſe ſinſul Temptations, 
which, if they were complyed with, would ſtifle the 
pious Motions, and quench the Influence ef the Spirit 
ef God. All this is required of you upon Motives of 
the greateſt Importance, becauſe you are to expect a 
RefurreQion of the Body, and a Life everlaſting. 
Aſter the Profeſſion of a right Faith follows the third 
Part of the Baptiſmal Vow, the Rule of an acceptable 
Obedience to God. This is fully preſcribed by God in 
the Ten Commandments; which body of Laws was in- 
deed at firſt appointed to be a Rule of Faith and Obe- 
cence to the Children of Iſael; but they are ſo wiſely 
calculated for all the Purpoſes of Religion, as in a 
| larger 
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larger and ſpiritual Senſe, to be the proper Standard 
of Duty and Service to the Houſhold of Faith in all 


ſucceeding Generations. They teach you, more par- 


ticularly, your Duty towards God, your Duty towards 
your Neighbour, and your Duty towards yourſelves. 


Your Duty towards God contains the Acknowledg- 
ment and Obſervance of that perfect Love and Reve- 


rence, that Homage and Service, which- you owe to 


God, as your Creator and Preſerver. It requires of 
you, that you be careful never to offend him witfullys - 
that you put your whole Truſt in his Providence; pray 
to him in your Diſtreſſes; ; thank him for his Bleſſings; ; 
honour his holy Name and Word; and ſerye him truly 


all the Days of your Life. 


' Your Duty towardgg your Neighbour comprehends 


all that Reſpect and Submiſſion, which is due to your 
Superiors; all that Love and Friendſhip, which ſhould 


unite the Hearts of Equals; all that Humility and 


Tenderneſs, which may endear you to your Inferiors ; 
all that Faithfulueſs and Honeſty, Candor and Truth 


in your Dealings and Converſation, which is the com- 


mon Right of all Men. 


Vour Duty towards yourſelves directs you to keep : 
your Bodies in Temperance, Soberneſs, and Challity ; 
that your Thoughts be chaſte ; your Words innocent; 


and your Actions modeſt : That you do not covet or 
deſire what is angther Man' s Property; but with Pati- 


ence and Contentedneſs labour to get an honeſt Living - 


in that State of Life, in which it ſhall pleaſe God to 


Place you. 
After the Ten Commandments, and this brief Ex- 


poſition of che Duties they contain, naturally follows 


2 Direction to pray for Aſſittance from on High to per- 


form them. The Lord's Prayer and its Explanation 
| are 


= — * wy * = 


and the gracious Earneſt of your future Bliſs. 
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are taught for this Purpoſe, that we might know abb 
ave foould pray for, as we ought ; and what God will 
grant us, when we pray for it properly. For the ſe- 
veral Petitions of this ſhort Prayer have reſpe& unto 
the Honour of God, who made us; and the Promotion 
of his Glory, who redeemed us ; ; unto the daily Pre- 
| ſervation of our Bodies, and the everlaſting Salvation 
of our Souls. It is therefore a neceſſary Part of the In- 
ſtruction, which Babes in Chriſt will receive, to ſtrength - 
en their own honeſt Endeayours for procuring a ſuf- 
ficient Meaſure of all the good Things of the preſent 
Life, and above all, to eſtabliſh a reaſonable Security 
to themſelves, that they fall not ſhort of the Happineſs 
of that, which is to come. 

Thus are all the Branches of moral Duties, and all 


the Principles of practical Religion taught and explain- 


ed, on a regular Plan, in the ſhort and eaſy Form of the 
Church-Catechiſm. It is therefore wiſely ordained, 
that all young Perſons ſhould be inſtructed in it, before 
they are brought to the ſolemn Office of Confirmation: 
For as it is but reaſonable that you ſhould releaſe your 

Sureties from the religious Engagements, which they 
have enter'd into for your Sakes ; ſo it is highly expe- 

dient that you ſhould underſtand the Nature of thoſe 

Engagements, before you are admitted to take them 

upon yourſelves. The Catechiſm is the beſt Prepara- 
tion, that could be deviſed for this Purpoſe ; For that 
begins, where all religious Duties begin, with the firſt 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Name: And it carries you 
regularly thro' all the ſeveral Branches of your high 
Calling, to the laſt moſt folemn Service of the Sanctu- 


ary, I mean, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 


which is the comfortable Seal of your paſt Redemption, 


Te 
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The principal Bulwarks of the Chriſtian Religion are 
the two Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; 
Which, as they are adminiſtred in our Church, will 
carry your Thoughts backwards to the Origin of your 
ſiaful State, and forwards to the Means of Forgiveneſs 
in it. The Meaning and Nature of theſe Sacraments 
are carefully explained to you in the latter Part of che 
Catechiſm, that you may eaſily underſtand upon what 
Terms you at fiſt enter'd into the Church of Chriſt 3 
and by what Means you may gain a title to all the Be- 
nefits of the New Teſtament. By Baptiſm | you are 
taught, how your original Sin is waſhed away; and 
by the Lord's Supper, oa your actual Guilt may be 
pardoned. . Our Saviour accordingly inſtituted the one 
to be a ſtanding Rite of Admiſſion into his holy Catho- 
lick Church, Rom the Beginning; and he has com- 
manded the other to be a ſtanding Memorial of his 
dying for ir, to the End of the World. 

In your Infancy, the Repetition of the Catechiſm is 
a Work only of the Memory, and may be got by rote 
without the leaſt Knowledge of the Chriſtian Faith: 
So that the Order in the Common-Prayer, that directs 
your Godfathers and Godmothers to bring yeu to the 
* Biſhop to be confirmed by b im, fo ſoen as you can ſay the 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer,. and the Ten Commandments, ' 
and alſo" can anjwwer 10 ihe other Dueftions ef this hurt 
Catechiſm, does not mean, that at whatever Age you 
can do this, you are immediately qualified for, and 
eught therefore to be admitted to Confirmation: The | 
_ Underflanding mould be applyed to, as well as the Me- 
mary: And as you are to enter into a ſolemn Covenant 
with God, upon your own Knowledge and Choice, 


you ould be able to give ſome. Account of the ae” 
C © 
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of your Choice, which ought te be founded upon ſome 
Proofs, you can produce for the Truth of your Faith. 
A great deal of the Advantage, arifing from this 
Inſtitution, - is loſt- by bringing Children too young to 
be confirmed, before they have ſeriouſly conſidered the 
Importance of their Baptiſmal Vow, or defire, with 
Earneſtneſs enough, to undertake the Obſervance of it. 
Indeed, the Grace of Baptiſm might ſuffice for all the 
Purpoſes-of Religion, and the Means of eternal Life,. 
were it not, that the State of your ſpiritual Being is fo 
miſerably hindered and impaired-by the Habits of Sin 
after Baptiſm : Upon this Account, before ſuch a ſolemn 
Dedication of yourſelves to the Service of God, yeu. 
ought to examine yourſelves well concerning all the 
Sins, that you have been guilty of in Thought, Word, 
and Deed, againſt God, your Neighbour, and your- 
ſelves ; Confeſſing them before God; declaring your 
hearty Sorrow and Repentance for them; earneſt- 
ly begging God's Pardon and Forgiveneſs ; ſtedfaſtly 
reſolving to forſake them all, and faithfully promiſing, 
with this early Impreflion of Religion upon your Minds, 
to live agreeably to it for the Future. Thus prepared 
in Heart and Mind, you will receive with Joy the Bleſ- 
ſing, that will be pronounced upon you: The Lord will 
de fend you with his heavenly Grace, that you may con- 
tinue his for ever, and daily increaſe. in his Holy Spirit 
mere and mere, untill you come unto his everlaſting King- 
dem. Eſpecially, if after a ſuitable Preparation for the 
ſolemn Office, you conſider well, 


III. In the third Place, the devout Behaviour, that 
will become you, during the Performance of it, 

It will naturally ſtrike you with ſome Awe and Re- 
verence to obſerve the Circumſtances, that attend the 
Celebration of this Rite: To add to the Solemnity of 

| h "i 
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its Nature, it is performed at the Altar, the Holy of 
Holies, as it may be called, where only the higheſt 
Duties of the Sanctuary are performed. The Perſon, 
who adminiſters it, beſpeaks its Importance, as much 
as the Place; for the Power of diſpenſing this Grace 
has always been reſerved to the Biſhops, the immediate 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles; which Privilege they never 
communicated to the Deacons; not even to Philip, the 
Firt and Head of that Order of Men, who were allow- 
ed to preach and baptize. Their Pattern is followed 
1a the Ceremony, as well as in the Choice of the Per- 
ſon : For they conferred the Holy Ghoſt itſelf by the 
laying on of Hands, which was the greateſt Benefit, be- 
longing to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, But above all, 
you are reminded, that you are about zo renew the Solemn 
Promiſe and Vow, that was mad in your Name at Jour 
Baptiſm, in the Preſence of God and Us the Congregation.” ; 
Conſider then, when you enter into the Church for 
this Service, that you are about to undertake, for your- 


ſelves, what is the molt important Buſineſs of your whole | 


Life, and upon which depend all your Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs in another. Poſſeſs your Hearts with ſuch a 
deep Senſe of the fatal Guilt and Conſequences of Sin, 
as may make you fearful of ever falling into the Snares 
of it for the Future. Keep in your Minds the dread 
Majeſty, almighty Power, inflexible Juſtice, and infinite 
Mercy of the living God; who has revealed his Will to 
you, that it might influence your Conduct; and whoſe. 
ſacred Word is read to you, in this holy Place, that 
Good and Evil might be ſet before you, and Reward 
or Puniſhment might juſtly follow upon your own 
Choice, 
When you are aſked by the Biſhop, whether you 
ac Eo coledge yourſelves bound to believe and to do all thoſt 
= C 2 Things, 
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Things, which your Godfatbers and Gedmethers underſeng 
fer you at your Baptiſm; recollect, with Humility and 


Thankfulneſs, how great and high are the Privileges of 


being made Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and 
Heirs of Heaven, and therefore, how you ſhall endea- 
your to ſerve God acceptably for theſe Bleſſings, in all 


the Strictneſs and Purity of his Goſpel. Reſolve tirmly 


to renounce the Devil nd all his Works; to condemn, 
from your Soul, the Fumps and Vanities of this wicked 
World; and to deteſt, as the. Bane of your Happineſs, 
the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh; and with this Sincerity 
of Heart, and godly F ear, anſwer e and audibl S's 
J do. 1 

As you approach to the Altar, let your outward De- 
cency be expreſſive of the inward Devotion of your 
Heart; not gazing about you with Wantonneſs, nor 


crouding before others irreverently ; but walk with 


Caution upon the Holy Ground, and kneel down - with 
the profoundeſt Submiſſion before the Throne of Graee. 
When the Biſhop is offering up his Prayer to God 


in your Behalf, and his Hand is laid upon your! Head, 


let your Heart and Thoughts be lifted up unto God, 


from whence cometh your Help; let your Attention be 


fixed all along upon the Means of Grace ; and at the 
End of it ſay a hearty Ames: Ewen jo Lord Jeſus, be 
it unto thy Servant, according to thy Word. | 

Whilſt others are receiving the impoſition of Hands, 
return to your own Place, and there employ your 


Thoughts upon the Duties of the Covenant, which you 


have been renewing : Recolle& what thoſe Sins are, by 
waich you have been moſt tempted to break it: Re- 
ſolve to be more careful to abſtain from them for the 
Time to come: And as you have Opportunity, 90 to 
theſe MedBations the followin 5 Prayer, 
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Aſfſt me mercifully, O God, with thy Grace and 
holy Spirit, that I may be enabled to keep theſe Vows. 
and holy Reſolutions, which I have promiſed, in thy 
dread Preſence, to perform. It is with a Heart full of | 
Thankfulneſs, that I acknowledge my firſt Admiſſion 
by Sureties into thy Church at my Baptiſm ; and I now 
willingly take that ſolemn Engagement upon myſelf ; 
imploring thy gracious Help, that I may faithfully per- 
ſevere in it unto my Life's End, Give me unfeigned 
Repentance for all the Errors of my Life paſt, and ſted- 
falt Faith in thy Son Jeſus; and prevent me, O my 
God, from ever returning again to any of the Sins and 
Offences of my Youth, by mortifying within me, all 
my evil and corrupt Affections; that as I grow in Age, 
I may grow in Grace. Grant this for Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake, my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
As ſoon as the Service is ended, before you 6 
from the hallowed Place, offer up, in ſecret, ſome ſuch 
pious Ejaculation, as this: 
Pardon, O God, all the Weakneſſes or Defects, 
which I may have been guilty of, in the Performance 
of this ſolemn Duty, and bleſs with more abundant 
Protection my going out, and my coming in, from this 
Time forth for. evermore. Amen. . 
If upon looking back, you find that you have, durichy 
the whole Office, bchaved yourſelf in all Things, as you 
ought to have done, you will ſcarcely fail, 


IV. In the laft Place, in a regular Diſcharge of thoſe 
Duties, which will ariſe to you after your Confirmation, 
Befides the general repeated Promiſe, which you 
make herein, of living from henceforth a ſober, righ- 
teous, and godly Life, it is an Order of our Church, in 
particular, that none Hall be admitted to the holy Commu- 


ion, until ſuch time, as be be e or be ready and 
deſireus 
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deferens to be cor firmed. This is the principal Duty, that 
follows Confirmation, comprehending the Practice vf 
all the reſt before it can be worthily received, as it is 


the End of the Goſpel Covenant; and completes your 


Admiſſion into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock at 
your Baàptiſm. The Obligation, which that laid upon 


von, is to be made good by many repeated Acts of Duty 


and Obedience; for by the Performance of that alone 


can you ſecure your Title to all the Benefits, which the 


Goſpel holds out to you; and therefore you are cauti- 
ooſly reminded of the Importance of that Oath, on 


which your AZ depends, by putting you 'often in Re- 


membrance of what you have ſworn, 

Upon this Account, you are required, as often as 
you have Opportunity, to repair to the Lord's Table; 
where you may give freſh A ſſurance to Heaven of your 
Willingneſs to ratify your Part of the Treaty of Grace, 
which you have entered into, and will receive new 


Strength from thence to promote theſe good Begin- 


wings in Holineſs. The Communion is fo immediatel 
connected with the Rite of Confirmation, that it is the 
onty remaining Means of convincing yourſelves and 


_ others, that you do not repent of your Engagement, 


that you remember the Promiſe you have made, and are 
Keadily reſolved to keep it. 3 
Art thou then reſolved to perſevere in thy Chri- 
* ſtian Profeſſion, and art thou earneſtly deſirous to 
£* walk worthy of thy Vocation? Be careful to renew 
% thy Covenant with God in the holy Sacrament : Re- 
#* flect on the glorious Advantages thou enjoyeſt, and 
** the Conditions, on which thou holdeft them. Look 
** back on the paſt Occurrences of thy Life, and weigh 
% thy Actions, in a juſt and impartial Ballance. What 


A Good thou haſt done, be W to aſcribe to God's 


40 gracious 
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* gracious and powerful Aſſiſtance, but all thy HI to- 


at « thy own Depravity and Corruption.” Dr. Snape's 

f Ser. Vol. II. Ser, II. 

1 7 Time after you have been devoutly 

* partaking of the bleſſed Sacrament, you find yourſelves 

t tempted either by the Naughtineſs of your own Hearts, 

$ or by the Deceicfulneſs of outward Objects, to the Com- 

4 miſſion of any of your former Sins, correct yourſelves 
F with this ſeaſonable Reſtraint, How: can I do this great 

E Wickedne/s and Sin againſt God? No. This Sin E 


« have renounced in the Preſence of God, and at his. 
« holy Altar, Too well I know the fatal Conſequences. 
« of it, having already been overcome by it. But no 
% more will I ſuffer it to prevail over me. 1 will live 
« like one in-Covenant with God, like one redeemed 
„by the Blood of Chriſt, touched with- a lively Senſe 
« of-the Benefits he has purchaſed for me; and aſpir- 
« ing with all the Faculties of my Soul, after thoſe 
« plorious and immortal Joys reſerved in Heaven for 
« all the faithful Members of his Body.“ Ibid Ser. 3. 
The Grace, which we receive by the Holy Sacza- 
ment, does not begin our ſpiritual Life, but continue 
it : For they, who by Baptiſm have laid the Founda- 
tion, and attained the firſt Beginning of a new Life, 
have here the Nouriſhment and Food of their Souls pre- 
ſcribed. for the Continuance of that new Life in them. 
Upon this Account, the Church has, in all Ages, made 
Confirmation,. the Corner-Stone, as it were, of the 
Chriſtian Building, which unites its 'I'wo Sacraments 
together, in the Bond of Obedience and a godly. Life on 
It is accordingly the pious Wiſh of the late Biſhop» | a 
Gib/on, that the Deſire of Parents to ſee their Children 
confirmed, were always accompanied with a Defire to 


ſes them at the Lord's TIA and with a ſincere Iaten- 
tion 
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tion and Reſolution to make them Partakers of that 


holy Ordinance. And he thinks, that the Minifter, 


: who:preſents you to the Biſhop, as fit tg be confirmed; 


may reaſonably expect, that you ſhot declare your 
Intention to come to the Lord's Table at the next Op- 
portunity that ſhall offer after your Confirmation. For 


this Reafon, you ought not to be eager of being ad- 
mitted to this Rite too young : The Age of Sixteen is 


reckoned by the good Prelate, as the propereſt Time : 


For as no Perſon can be ſuppoſed to take upon himſclf 


his Baptiſmal Vow /erioufly and in earn'ft, ho is not 


alſo deſirous, and duly qualified, to renew it from Time 


to Time, at the holy Communion: So the plain Rea- 
fon, why ſuch Numbers of thoſe, who are confirmed, 


do afterwards utterly difregard the Lord's Table, is, 


that they are confirmed ſo long before they are really 


fit to come to it, and either do not know, or forget, 


that one End of their Confirmation was to prepare 


f \ 8 for it. | 6 JY | T7 


The great God of Heaven and Earth grant, that as 


you are about to take upon yourſelves the Profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity, ſo you may be careful to live always in 
fuch a Manner, that you may adorn the Doctrine of God 
eur Saviour in all Things : That the Grace of God, which 
tringeth Salvation, may teach you to deny Ungudlineſs 
and "worldly Lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
* in this preſent World, looking for that bleſſed 
ope, and the glorious Appearing of the great God, 
1 our ee FOE! Chriſt. 4 N E N 


1 — ET 
. . rr rr 


R | P 435 
” 


n 


„ 


* 


ID 


— 


.. «. hee 


— — 


